I9i8                       CHAPTER XXII
THE VICTORY OF THE ALLIES
THE  last weeks of the year   1917 witnessed a brilliant if minor success for the Allies in the capture of Jerusalem by a British force under General (afterwards Lord) Allenby.   In February, 1915, the Turks had made an effort, which was paiily repulsed, to invade Egypt by the Suez Canal, but this ~nr it was little more—had proved that it was possible *;** of troops with properly organized transport and it had therefore been necessary to retain ly of troops in Egypt, when the withdrawal _t the Turks free for enterprises elsewhere, ^xded that the best way of defending Egypt was Turks out of the Sinai Peninsula, and thereafter ^ cv^vc^v, into Palestine.    The first part of this task was accomplished before the end of 1916, by which time the British had advanced across the desert to El Arish and Rafah in the south-west of Palestine, laying a railway as they went.   An attack on Gaza in March, 1917, which was to have inauguarated the second part was unsuccessful, but Sir Archibald Murray was able to take up a position near by, and advance his railhead to within striking distance of that place.   In July it became known that General Falkenhayn, in command of the Turkish army at Aleppo, was planning to drive the British force back into the desert as a preliminary to an attempt to recapture Bagdad.    The British General Staff thereupon decided to anticipate  Falkenhayn  by striking   at Jerusalem   and  thus securing their own position and diverting the Turkish force intended for Bagdad.   The plan adopted was that of a surprise attack on the Turkish left at Beersheba, combined with a holding attack on die Turks at Gaza;  and being carried out with great skill and daring, it resulted in the capture of both places and the retreat of the whole Turkish army.    From Beersheba to Jerusalem the British force had to fight its way
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